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Evolutionary Socialism. By Eduard Bernstein. Translated 
by Edith C. Harvey. (Vol. VII of the "Socialist Library," 
edited by J. Ramsay Macdonald, M. P.) London: Inde- 
pendent Labor Party, 23 Bride Lane, E. C, 1909. Pp. xxiii, 
224. 

This work is a translation, with certain additions, of two 
essays published several years ago by the intellectual leader of 
what is called the revisionist tendency in the German Social 
Democratic movement. The revisionists are a minority within 
that party, which demands the right to criticize, in the light of 
increasing knowledge of human nature and economic and politi- 
cal facts, the traditional theories of socialism, more particularly, 
the theories associated with the name of Karl Marx. Those 
familiar with the history of sects and schools will not be sur- 
prised to find that Herr Bernstein is able to show, by quotations 
from Marx and Engels, that they were much less consistent 
Marxists than those who swear by their names. Certain theories 
which have become apparently essential parts of socialist tradi- 
tion or orthodoxy, such as those of the unmitigated accumula- 
tion of capital in an ever diminishing number of hands, the 
ever growing misery and subjection of the proletariat, and the 
final issue of this development in a catastrophic expropriation 
of the exploiters, are declared by Herr Bernstein and his friends 
to be untenable. Statistics of occupation show that in all coun- 
tries small industrial concerns are holding their own and in 
some instances increasing at the expense of the large; this is 
especially, but by no means solely, the case in agriculture, even 
in Great Britain. Again, returns of income and property tax 
do not display an increasing proletarization of the majority of 
the population, but a large increase in the number of persons 
enjoying moderate incomes. It is also clear that the amalgama- 
tion of businesses and the gains of large scale at the expense 
of small scale production, do not mean a diminution in the num- 
ber of the proprietors of the concerns: a large concern may 
belong to thousands of small shareholders. Finally, the incomes 
of the workers are rising, on the whole, and, relatively to the 
whole population, there is no increase, but a decrease in the 
number of the homeless and helpless victims of misery, upon 
whom orthodox socialists are sometimes disposed to rest their 
hopes for the achievement of the social revolution. 
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Other divergences from the orthodox tradition are ably en- 
forced by Herr Bernstein; but the above suffice to prepare us 
for some very fundamental changes which the author desires 
to see in the attitude of his party to contemporary problems and 
issues. He repudiates emphatically the economic determinism 
which is, to many friends and foes of the socialist movement, its 
most characteristic feature. He objects wholly to the over- 
shadowing of the practical tasks of the present by dreams of a 
distant future. For him the movement, or the grappling with 
the problems of the present and the immediate future in a demo- 
cratic spirit, is everything, the exact details of a remote future 
nothing at all. Socialism should be, he contends, a democratic 
workers' movement, ready to learn from experience, and omit- 
ting no opportunity of securing the political rights and forming 
the social habits and sympathies by which the workers will be 
able to overthrow and replace the domination over their lives of 
the classes which now hold the reins of government and industry. 

Herr Bernstein's thoughts represent fairly closely the policy 
of those British socialists who have joined with trade unions 
and cooperatist societies to form the British labor party. Like 
all political enterprises, the British comprehensive labor move- 
ment has its dangers; and, like Herr Bernstein's acute and 
thoughtful book, its progress is apt to irritate the lover of theory 
by a lack of solidity and consistency. At the same time, a 
political movement cannot thrive on enthusiasm and dogma 
alone; it must sooner or later face the problem of combining 
devotion to principle, with the investigation of detail and prac- 
tical service in the devising of effective, even though temporary, 
expedients. It must at least be gratifying to find grounds for 
the hope that the workers will explicitly adopt justice and liberty 
as essential parts of their policy, and abandon the pretense of 
indifference to everything that is 'not socialism.' Socialism, 
at its best, is the application of the recognition of the rights of 
man to some very important issues of human life, and can be 
realized only as part of a polity in which the sense of justice and 
equality is adequately embodied. We may heartily welcome 
Herr Bernstein's book as a worthy attempt to set forth as 
theory, what British and other socialists are, though not always 
with assurance of theoretic consistency, striving to realize in 
practice. W. J. Roberts. 
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